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The World Trade Organization 
( W T O )  T r a d e  F a c i l i t a t i o n 
Agreement entered into force on 
22nd February 2017, following the 
notification of the agreement by 112 
member states constituting more 
t h a n  2 / 3  o f  t h e  r e q u i r e d 
notifications neededto get the 
agreement into force. 

The WTO Members concluded 
negotiations on a landmark Trade 
Facilitation Agreement (TFA) at 
t h e i r  2 0 1 3  B a l i  M i n i s t e r i a l 
Conference.The TFA contains 
provisions for expediting the 
movement, release and clearance 
of goods, including goods in transit. 
It also sets out measures for 
effective cooperation between 
customs and other appropriate 
authorities on trade facilitation and 
customs compliance issues. It 
further contains provisions for 
technical assistance and capacity 

building in this area.  

The Agreement will help improve 
transparency, increase possibilities 
to participate in global value chains, 
a n d  r e d u c e  t h e  s c o p e  f o r 
corruption.

The TF Agreement is divided into 
three (3) sections 

Section I:
The Trade Facilitation Agreement 
c o n t a i n s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
36measures set out in 12 Articles.
T h e s e  a r e  b o r d e r - r e l a t e d 
procedures, processes and other 
obligations that governments will 
be required to implement. They will 
provide transparency of laws, rules 
and procedures, fairness in border 
agency decisions, streamlined 
clearance procedures, and help 
reduce administrative constraints 
on transit. 

Section II:
This section contains provisions for 
technical assistance and capacity 
building.

WTO Members are required to 
undertake commitments under 
three Categories:

Category A: provisions that a 
developing country  Member 
designates for   implementation 
upon entry into force of the TF 
Agreement.

Category B: contains provisions 
that a developing country Member 
designates for implementation on a 
date after a transitional period of 
the time following entry into force.

Category C: contains provisions 
that a developing country member 
designates for implementation on a 

WTO TRADE FACILITATION 
AGREEMENT ENTERS INTO FORCE
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date after a transitional period of 
time following the entry into force 
of the TF Agreement and requiring 
the acquisition of implementation 
capacity through the provision of 
assistance and support for capacity 
building.

Section III:
Committees
T h i s  s e c t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e s  a 
permanent committee on trade 
facilitation at the WTO. It requires 
Members  to have a  nat ional 
committee to facilitate domestic 
c o o r d i n a t i o n  a n d  n a t i o n a l 
implementation of the Agreement. 
It also contains provisions related 
to the overall implementation of 
the Agreement.

Ghana's Commitment.
Ghana ratified the Trade Facilitation 
Agreement on 4th January 2017 as 
the 104th country to notify WTO. 
G h a n a  i d e n t i f i e d  s e v e n  ( 7 ) 
measures under category A, 5 
measures were classified under 
Category B and 24measures were 
identified under Category C.
As provisioned by the Agreement, 
Ghana has in place a National Trade 
Facilitation comprising all relevant 
organizations in the maritime and 
transport industry who meet 
quarterly at the 
ministry of Trade 
and Industry. 

B E N E F I T S  F O R 
THE SHIPPER
Trade Facilitation 
w h e n  f u l l y 
i m p l e m e n t e d 
i n c r e a s e s 
D e v e l o p m e n t a l 
Goals. According 
t o  U N C T A D 
implementation of 
the agreement will  

1. Reduction of Costs from 23% to 
30%

5%  time reduction at borders could 
increase intra-regional trade by 10% 
in sub saharan Africa.

One (1) day reduction in shipment 
time can increase trade flows by 
more than 1%
2 .  I n c r e a s e  i n  I n c o m e  a n d 
Profits/Annual GDP

Ø T F  c a n  c o n t r i b u t e  t o 
reducing the export and 
import prices.  By reducing 
t r a d e  c o s t s ,  p r i c e s  t o 
consumers and firms that 
import for production will 
decrease – leading to the 
increase in real incomes. 

3 .  B e n e f i t  f o r  S M E s  a n d 
Multinationals

SMEs benefit from reduce trade 
transaction cost and time, they can 
depend on solutions by public 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  m o r e  t h a n 
multinationals

Ø TF can promote the entry 
into other markets for SMEs 

Ø Enable them to specialise in 
tasks and new types of 
inputs

Ø Diversification of exports, 
cross border management,

Ø ICT capacities and risk 
assessment.

Ø Large firms benefit from 
infrastructure investment 
and road quality upgrading. 
They are more likely to take 
part in the Global Value 
Chains so they import and 
export more.  Goods traded 
within the GVC are more 
sensitive to improvement in 
logistics performance than 
other goods.

4 .  O t h e r  b e n e f i t s  i n  f u l l 
implementation of TF

û Improve Governance
û E m p o w e r  W o m e n 

Entrepreneurs
û S t r e n g t h e n  R e g i o n a l 

Integration
û I n c r e a s e  R e v e n u e 

collection and security
û Minimize the incidence and 

complex i ty  of  import , 
e x p o r t  a n d  t r a n s i t 
formalities  and decreasing  
a n d  s i m p l i f i e s 
d o c u m e n t a t i o n 
requirements 

WTO TRADE FACILITATION AGREEMENT ENTERS INTO FORCE
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 1Library, University of California Berkeley School of Law. "International Trade Law". www.law.berkeley.edu. Retrieved 2016-05-01
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 2""Governance of International Trade Under World Trade Organization Agreements-Relationships Between World Trade Organization 
Agreements and Other Trade Agreement
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3an den Bossche, Peter (2008). The Law and Policy of the World Trade Organization - Text, Cases and Materials. Maastricht University: 

Cambridge University Press. p. 169.  .ISBN 978-0-521-72759-4

4Mo, John S.; International Commercial Law (2003) 1
5Pryles, above n 2, 323.
6Gilligan, Colin and Hird, Marin; International Marketing: Strategy and Management (1986) p99
7Used where inadequate knowledge of the foreign market.
 8Used where adequate knowledge of the foreign market.
9 "Incoterm Rules". ICC. Retrieved 26 September 2016.
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 10Carr, Indira; Principles of International Trade Law (2nd ed, 1999)
11Ibid. Carr
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15Ibid Hoyle Mark S. W
16Ibid Hoyle , Mark S. W
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HON. KWAKU OFORI 
ASIAMAH, MINISTER OF 

TRANSPORT, GHANA

Honorable Kwaku Ofori Asiamah is 
the fourth Minister for the Ministry 
of Transport since its creation in 
2009.

He hails from Dominase in the 
Central Region of Ghana in the 
Upper Denkyira West District and 
was appointed by Nana Addo 
Dankwa Akufo Addo, the President 
of  the  Republ ic  of  Ghana in 
February, 2017 to head the Ministry 
of Transport.

H i s  M i n i s t r y  h a s   o v e r s i g h t 
respons ib i l i ty  for  E leven(11) 
agencies namely, Driver Vehicle 
Licensing Authority, Ghana Road 
Safety Commission, Ghana Ports 
and Harbours Authority, Ghana 
Shippers' Authority and Ghana 
Maritime Authority,  Regional 
Maritime University, PSC Tema 
Shipyard, Metro Mass Transit 
Limited , Government Technical 
Training Centre, Intercity STC 
Limited and  Volta Lake Transport 
Company Ltd.

Hon. Kwaku Ofori Asiamah had his 
Ordinary level education at Ghana 
Secondary School, Koforidua in the 
Eastern Region from 1985 to 1990 
and his Advance Level Education at 
Accra Academy from 1990 to 1992. 
He is a graduate of University of 
Cape Coast and holds a Bachelor of 
Commerce degree. 

He is a results oriented person with 
good interpersonal skills. The Hon. 
Minister believes in teamwork and 
thinks people from across the 
political divide should unite for the 
country's development. He is also 
passionate about empowering 
people to use their potential to the 
fullest..

The Minister of Transport has a vast 
working experience spanning 
fifteen (15) years in both the public 
and private sectors. He worked as 
Marketing Manager at Household 
Aluminium Company Ltd.  He also 
worked with Quest Resource 

Development Consultancy Ltd, and 
as a General Manager of JosaPlus 
Ventures all of which are private 
companies.

Prior to his appointment, Mr. 
Asiamah was a member of the 
National Council of New Patriotic 
Party (NPP). 

Hon. Asiamah served as a member 
of NPP campaign team in the 
Central Region in 2008, 2012 and 
2016. 

He was the Public Relations Officer 
(PRO)of the National Chapter's 
Committee of Accra Hearts of Oak 
and subsequently a member of the 
African Cup of Nations Planning 
Committee on T icket ing and 
Security.
Hon. Kwaku Ofori Asiamah is 
married with four (4) Children and 
loves football

PROFILE OF 



The Hon. Minister of Transport, Mr 
Kwaku Ofori Asiamah on 10th 
February, 2017 visited the Takoradi 
B r a n c h  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  G h a n a 
Shippers' Authority to interact with 
managers and staff of the Branch. 
The visit was part of a two-day 
familiarization visit to agencies and 
departments operating under the 
Transport Ministry in the Western 
Region.

In a welcome address, Mrs Sylvia 
Asana Dauda Owu, Deputy Chief 
Executive of the Ghana Shippers' 
Authority (GSA) congratulated the 
Hon. Minister on his appointed and 
noted that she looked forward to a 
cordial working relation. 

The Deputy CEO, noted that the 
A uthor i ty ' s  mand ate  w as  to 
promote and protect the interest of 

the Ghanaian Shippers' in relation 
to the demand side of shipping. 

S he  me nt ione d  s ome  of  the 
Authority's activities including the 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  S h i p p e r 
Committees across the country, 
education of shippers, resolution of 
the problems of shippers, visitation 
and outreach to shippers to areas 
such as Tarkwa, Bogos and Elubo in 
the Western Region and Swedru, 
Kasoa and Mankessim in the Central 
Region, the operation of Shipper 
Complaints and Support at all of the 
country's entry points such as, 
Kotoka International Airport, 
Afllao, Paga and Elubo borders as 
well as the Takoradi port. 

Mrs Dauda Owu mentioned high 
charges at the ports as the major 
challenge confronting shippers in 

the country. “We are calling on 
stakeholders in the industry to 
come out with reasonable fees for 
the shipper and also request our 
Hon. Minister to intervene” she 
implored.

Mrs Dauda Owu mentioned some 
infrastructural projects that the 
GSA was  undertak ing  in  the 
Western and Central Regions. In the 
Western Region, she noted that the 
GSA had completed Phase One of 
the Takoradi Logistics Platform 
(TLP) at Funko, near Takoradi which 
comprises of two large warehouses 
and offices which is currently being 
occupied by Stellar Logistics Ghana 
Ltd. She said the land size for the 
TLP was about 32 acres and that the 
second phase of the project will 
contain facilities such as platforms 
for pipes for the oil  and gas 
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industry, store rooms for spare 
parts for equipment for the oil and 
gas industry and a helipad to assist 
in transporting spare parts by air to 
oil rigs offshore.

The Deputy CEO informed the Hon. 
Minister the GSA had acquired a 24 
acre land at Akatakyiwa in the 
Central Region to establish a freight 
park that will serve as one-step-
shop for all trucks which plying 
Abidjan-Tema corridor and provide 
a critical interface for an efficient 
logistics value chain According to 
her the freight park will include a 
hostel, car washing bay, restaurant, 
and fuel station among others.

''It is expected that drivers will park, 
take a rest and continue their 

journey and also reduce the spate 
of accidents on the road. It will also 
c r e a t e  d i r e c t  a n d  i n d i r e c t 
employment for the Akatakyiwa as 
well as boost the economy of the 
region and the country as a whole”, 
she noted.

According to Mrs Dauda Owu the 
GSA is looking for private investors 
to develop the two infrastructural 
p r o j e c t s  o n  p u b l i c - p r i v a t e -
partnership basis and called for the 
Hon. Minister's support.

In his remarks, the Hon. Minister 
Transport said he was impressed by 
the GSA's contribution to the 
development of the trade and 
shipping industry in Ghana and the 
country at large. According to him, 

the GSA and the Ghana Maritime 
Authority will be given the needed 
support to play their regulatory 
roles of the maritime industry 
effectively. “You can come to the 
Ministry for us to discuss issues 
confronting the GSA for us to see 
the way forward- .I can assure you 
of the Ministry's support”, he 
added.

Earlier in the day the Hon. Minister 
was shown around the TLP at 
Funko. 
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1.0 OVERVIEW 

The year 2016 saw the world's 
largest economy, China, focusing 
more on services and importing less 
raw materials from the rest of the 
world which triggered a fall in 
commodity prices. China's role in 
w o r l d  m e r c h a n d i s e  t r a d e  i s 
predicted to diminish further if the 
Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP), 
which excludes China, is approved. 
T h e  B r e x i t  ( U K  l e a v i n g  t h e 
European Union) was also another 
global development which created 
some uncertainty on the container 
shipping market in 2016. The 
resultant weak demand, coupled 
w i t h  t he  o ve rs u p p l y  o f  ne w 
tonnage, brought down freight 
rates on the major trading routes. 
Unfortunately, shippers in Africa 
have not benefitted much from 
these low freight rates.
In an effort to deal with the low 

freight rates, carriers implemented 
measures including cascading, 
idling, slow steaming, and wider 
consolidation, integration and new 
alliances. Some shipping lines 
decided to mitigate their low 
earnings by introducing what they 
termed as Terminal  Handling 
Charges (THC) at destination, 
especially on the African continent. 
However, Shippers in West Africa, 
particularly Ghana, rigorously 
o p p o s e d  t h e  T H C  b e c a u s e , 
according to them, they had always 
paid an all-in freight charge, and 
there was no new service to 
warrant the THC. It is hoped that 
shipping lines will deal with the 
fundamental issue of over-supply of 
tonnage rather than the imposition 
of surcharges on already-burdened 
shippers in Africa as a way shoring 
up their earnings.

Ghana sustained its maritime trade 

p e r f o r m a n c e  i n  2 0 1 6  a m i d s t 
weaker-than-expected global 
economic conditions and weak 
commodity prices. Although the 
last quarter of the year 2016 
recorded a 2.0% decline in seaborne 
trade volumes, which could be 
attributed to the December 2016 
g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n s ,  G h a n a ' s 
seaborne trade volume increased 
by 7.9% in 2016 over the year 2015.

2.0 COMPARISON OF CARGO 
THROUGHPUT OF Q4 2016 AND Q4 
2015

Cargo throughput for the 4th 
quarter (Q4) 2016 decreased by 
2.0% compared to the same period 
of 2015 (i.e. Q4 2015).  Total import 
and export trade volume in Q4 2016 
increased by 0.9% compared to Q4 
2 0 1 5 . H o w e v e r ,  t o t a l  t r a n s i t 
/transshipment trade volume in Q4 
2016 decreased by 42.1% compared 
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to Q4 2015. See Table 1 for details. Table 1  SUMMARY COMPARISON OF GHANA'S CARGO THROUGHPUT Oct-Dec 
(Q4) 2016 AND Q4 2015  
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Table 1   SUMMARY COMPARISON OF GHANA’S CARGO THROUGHPUT  

Oct -Dec (Q4) 2016 AND Q4 2015  

    
TRADE TYPE  Oct-Dec (Q4)2016  

(mt)  

Oct-Dec (Q4)2015  
(mt)  

CHANGE  

TOTAL IMPORT & EXPORT  3,868,471  3,832,457  0.94%  
TOTAL TRANSIT/TRANSH.  165,413  285,483  -42.06%  
CARGO THROUGHPUT  4,033,884  4,117,940  -2.04%  

 

3.0 COMPARISON OF CARGO 
THROUGHPUT 2016 AND 2015
Table 2 shows the summary of 
s e a b o r n e  t r a d e  c o m p a r i s o n 
between the year 2016 and 2015.

Cargo throughput for the review 
ye ar  20 16  incre ase d  by  7 .9 % 
compared to 2015. Total import and 
export trade volume for 2016 
increased by 9.6% compared 2015. 

Total transit/transshipment trade 
volume for 2016 declined by 16.9% 
compared to 2015.

Table 2   SUMMARY COMPARISON OF GHANA’S CARGO THROUGHPUT  

2016 AND 2015  

    

TRADE TYPE  2016(mt)  2015(mt)  CHANGE  

TOTAL IMPORT & EXPORT  17,600,824  16,052,617  9.64%  
TOTAL TRANSIT/TRANSH.  900,763  1,083,422  -16.86%  
CARGO THROUGHPUT  18,501,587  17,136,039  7.97%  

 
4.0 PORTS SHARE OF CARGO 
THROUGHPUT FOR 2016

Cargo throughput for the seaports 
of Ghana (i.e. Tema and Takoradi) 
for 2016 was 18.50 million metric 

tons (mt). Cargo throughput for the 
Port of Tema was 13.0 million mt 
representing 70.3% of the total, 
whilst the Port of Takoradi recorded 
5.5 million mt, representing 29.7% of 
the total seaborne trade.

Transit/Transshipment imports 
amounted to 861,299mt, whilst 
transit/transshipment exports 
recorded 39,464mt. Table 3 below 
shows the summary performance 
for the review period.

Table 3SUMMARY OF GHANA’S SEABORNE TRADE (in mt)2016 

PORT IMPORT 
(mt) 

TRANSIT/ 
TRANSHP. 

IMPORT (mt) 

*EXPORT 
(mt) 

TRANSIT/ 
TRANSHP. 

EXPORT (mt) 

TOTAL 
(mt) 

TEMA 10,298,096 796,495 1,868,512 39,464 13,002,567 

TAKORADI 1,756,530 64,804 3,677,687 0 5,499,021 

TOTAL 12,054,626 861,299 5,546,199 39,464 18,501,588 

 * Exports exclude Ghana's crude oil exports
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5.0 COMPARISON OF GHANA'S 
SEABORNE TRADE 2016 AND 2015 
PER CARGO TYPE

5.1 IMPORT TRADE
Total imports for the review period 
2016 was 12.05 million mt. This 
comprised 4.1 million mt of Liner 

cargo, 1.75 million mt of Break bulk, 
2.68 million mt of Dry bulk cargo 
and 3.5 million mt of Liquid bulk 
imports. 

In Table 4 below, it can be seen that 
imports for 2016 increased by 3.2% 
over 2015. For the trade types, there 

was a decline in Liner imports by 
12%. Break bulk imports decreased 
by 11.8%, Dry bulk imports increased 
by 5.4% and Liquid bulk imports also 
increased by 41.4%. 

Table 4 COMPARISON OF GHANA’S SEABORNE TRADE PER CARGO TYPE 
 

TRADE TYPE 2016(mt) 2015(mt) Change 

IMPORT:       

Liner 4,101,931 4,660,755 -11.99% 

Break Bulk 1,753,887 1,987,695 -11.76% 

Dry Bulk 2,686,116 2,548,959 5.38% 

Liquid Bulk 3,512,691 2,484,984 41.36% 

TOTAL IMPORT 12,054,625 11,682,393 3.19% 

EXPORT:       

Liner 1,407,592 1,432,615 -1.80% 

Break Bulk 497,808 497,035 0.16% 

Dry Bulk 3,400,918 2,423,424 40.34% 

Liquid Bulk 239,881 17,150 1,298.72% 

TOTAL EXPORT 5,546,199 4,370,224 26.91% 

        

TOTAL IMPORT & EXPORT 17,600,824 16,052,617 9.64% 

 
5.2 EXPORT TRADE
The total export trade volume for 
2016 was 5.54 million mt. This 
represents 26.9% increase over 
2015. This was made up of 1.40 
million mt of Liner items, 497,808 
mt of Break bulk items, 3.40 million 
mt of Dry Bulk and 239,881 mt of 
Liquid Bulk. 

6.0 PERFORMANCE IN LADEN 
CONTAINERS

Table 5 below shows the details of 
t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  i n  l a d e n 
containers for 2016. Total Laden 
Containers for imports and exports 
for 2016 was 575,450 TEUs. This 

represents an increase of 10.2% 
compared to 2015. 

Total import Laden Containers for 
2016 was 467,882 TEUs; a 13.9% 
increase compared to 2015. Total 
export Laden Containers for 2016 
was 107,568 TEUs; representing a 
decline of 3.6% compared to2015. 

Table 5 GHANA’S SEABORNE TRADE IN LADEN CONTAINERS (in TEUs) PER PORT 

TRADE TYPE PORT 2016(in TEUs) 2015(in TEUs) CHANGE 

IMPORT TEMA 451,513 396,656 13.83% 

TAKORADI 16,369 14,076 16.29% 

TOTAL IMPORT 467,882 410,732 13.91% 

          

EXPORT TEMA 89,188 86,783 2.77% 

TAKORADI 18,380 24,855 -26.05% 

TOTAL EXPORT 107,568 111,638 -3.65% 

          

TOTAL IMPORT/EXPORT 575,450 522,370 10.16% 
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7 . 0  D I R E C T I O N  O F  G H A N A' S 
SEABORNE TRADE 

7.1 Import Trade
Table 6 and Figure 1 below show 
that majority of Ghana's seaborne 
imports for the period 2016 came 
f r o m  t h e  F a r  E a s t  r a n g e , 

representing about 33% of the total 
import trade. Africa was next with 
27% share of Ghana's import trade. 
Imports from Africa were 3,245,502 
mt, an increase of 1,178,470 mt (or 
57%) over the previous year's figure 
o f  2 , 0 6 7 , 0 3 2  m t .  T h e  m a j o r 
commodities imported from the 

Africa Range which experienced 
significant increases were Crude 
Oil, LPG and Petroleum Products. 
Liquid Bulk Imports from Africa 
showed an increase of 1,252,345 mt 
(i.e. 94%) over the previous year's 
figure of 1,331,919 mt.

Table 6DIRECTION OF GHANA’S SEABORNE IMPORT TRADE (in mt)2016 

Trade 
Type 

UK N. Cont. Med. 
Europe 

N.  
America 

F. East Africa Others TOTAL 

LINER 137,005 538,026 386,960 275,221 1,840,971 532,165 391,590 4,101,938 

BREAK 
BULK 

4,279 115,210 117,436 10,251 1,332,787 32,105 141,819 1,753,887 

DRY 
BULK 

0 461,801 1,038,316 262,467 708,403 97,168 117,961 2,686,116 

LIQUID 
BULK 

9,248 696,544 4,263 87,201 68,366 2,584,064 63,005 3,512,691 

TOTAL 150,532 1,811,581 1,546,975 635,140 3,950,527 3,245,502 714,375 12,054,632 

SHARE 1% 15% 13% 5% 33% 27% 6% 100% 

 

DIRECTION OF GHANA'S SEABORNE IMPORT TRADE (in mt) 2016

7.2 Export Trade 
The 5.55 million mt of seaborne 
exports for 2016 went to various 
destinations in the world. Majority 
of these exports went to the Far 

East and the North Continent 
ranges. The Far East range received 
a total of 3,630,797 mt (i.e. 65.5% of 
total exports) whilst the North 
Continent range received a total of 

816,723mt (or  14 .7%  of  tota l 
exports).  Table 7 below gives more 
details about the direction of 
Ghana's seaborne export trade for 
2016.
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Table 7  DIRECTION OF GHANA’S SEABORNE EXPORT TRADE (in mt)2016 

Trade 
Type 

UK N. Cont. Med. 
Europe 

N. 
America 

F. East Africa Others TOTAL 

LINER 76,085 299,586 191,739 70,410 524,742 172,268 72,762 1,407,592 

BREAK 
BULK 

1,885 13,119 19,617 18,296 400,549 2,355 41,987 497,808 

DRY BULK 17,000 475,378 53,970 1,270 2,705,506 4,777 143,017 3,400,918 

LIQUID 
BULK 

0 28,640 0 0 0 75,056 136,185 239,881 

TOTAL 94,970 816,723 265,326 89,976 3,630,797 254,456 393,951 5,546,199 

SHARE 2% 15% 5% 2% 65% 5% 7% 100% 

 

8 . 0  T R A N S I T  T R A D E  A N D 
TRANSSHIPMENT THROUGH THE 
SEAPORTS OF GHANA
Total Transit/Transshipment trade 
volume for 2016 shows a decrease 
of 16.8% compared to 2015. Total 

volume of transit/transshipment 
for 2016 was 900,763 metric tons 
(mt).
Transit/Transshipment Imports for 
2016 amounted to 861,299 mt, a 
decrease of 18.7% compared to2015. 

Transshipment/Transit Exports 
recorded 39,464 mt in 2016, an 
increase of 65.2% compared to 2015. 
Table 8 below shows the details of 
the transit/transshipment trade 
volumes for the review period.
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Table 8 SUMMARY COMPARISON OF TRANSIT TRADE AND TRANSHIPMENT THROUGH  

THE SEAPORTS OF GHANA 2016 AND 2015 

TRADE TYPE 2016(mt) 2015(mt) CHANGE 

TRANSIT/TRANSH. 
IMPORT 

861,299 1,059,536 -18.71% 

TRANSIT/TRANSH. 
EXPORT 

39,464 23,886 65.22% 

TOTAL 900,763 1,083,422 -16.86% 
 

 
9 . 0  T R A N S I T  T R A D E 
PERFORMANCE FOR BURKINA 
FASO, MALI AND NIGER
Total transit volume for the three 
(3) landlocked countries of Burkina 
Faso, Mali and Niger amounted to 

801,336 mt in 2016. This represents 
a decline of 17.2% compared to 2015. 
The transit trade comprises imports 
of 764,909 mt and exports of 
36,427 mt for 2016.

Major transit trade commodities 
i n c l u d e d  B a g g e d  F e r t i l i z e r , 
Processed Foods/ Beverages and 
Cashew nuts. Details are shown in 
Table 9.

Table 9. SUMMARY COMPARISON OF TRANSIT TRADE for BURKINAFASO, MALI & NIGER 

2016 AND 2015 

TRADE TYPE 2016(mt) 2015(mt) Change 

TRANSIT 
IMPORT 

764,909 951,707 -19.63% 

TRANSIT 
EXPORT 

36,427 16,054 126.90% 

TOTAL 801,336 967,761 -17.20% 

 
1 0 . 0  S H I P P I N G  L I N E 
P E R F O R M A N C E  I N  G H A N A' S 
SEABORNE TRADE

10.1 Shipping Line Performance in 
the Containerized Trade
Forty One (41) Shipping Lines were 
involved in the containerized cargo 
trade which amounted to 575,451 
TEUs for the year 2016. The highest 
operators were Maersk Line, with 
2 0 4 , 3 0 8  T E U s  ( 3 5 . 5 %  o f  t h e 
c o n t a i n e r  t r a d e )  a n d 
Mediterranean Shipping Company 
(MSC), with 89,904 TEUs (15.6%). 
Details are shown in Table 10.

10.2 Performance of Shipping Lines 
per Volume of Shipment and Trade 
Type
A total of one hundred and twenty 
(120) Shipping Lines and Charterers 

participated in transporting the 
over 17.6 million mt of Ghana's 
seaborne cargo (import & export) 
through the Ports of Tema and 
Takoradiin 2016. The performance 
of the Lines per trade type (i.e. 
Liner, Break bulk, Dry bulk and 
Liquid bulk) is shown in Table 12 
below.

11.0 PERFORMANCE OF SHIPPING 
AGENTS IN GHANA SEABORNE 
TRADE

11.1 Shipping Agents' Performance 
in the Containerized Trade
Twenty Seven (27) Shipping Agents 
were involved in the containerized 
trade to and from Ghana. Together, 
they handled 575,450 TEUs for the 
year 2016. The highest performing 
agencies were Maersk Ghana Ltd, 

with 204,342 TEUs (35.5% of the 
containerized trade) and MSC, with 
8 9 , 8 9 4  T E U s  ( 1 5 . 6 %  o f  t h e 
containerized trade). The details of 
the shipping agents' performance 
per TEUs are shown in Table 11.

11.2 Performance of Shipping 
Agents per Volume of Shipment 
and Trade Type
Seventy Three (73) Shipping Agents 
handled over 17.6million mt of 
seaborne trade (import & export) 
through the Ports of Tema and 
Takoradiin 2016. 

T a b l e 1 3  b e l o w  s h o w s  t h e 
performance in the various trades 
namely, Liner, Break Bulk, Dry Bulk 
and Liquid Bulk trade for the review 
period.
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TABLE 10 PERFORMANCE OF SHIPPING LINES PER LADEN CONTAINERS (in TEUs) 
TOTAL (TEMA & TAKORADI) - 2016 

SHIPPING LINE IMPORT EXPORT TOTAL % of TOTAL 

     
ADVANCED MARITIME 2 40 42 0.01% 
AFRICA EXPRESS LINE 1,187 770 1,957 0.34% 
ARKAS LINE 9,625 3,172 12,797 2.22% 
AFRITRAMP 200 87 287 0.05% 
BOCS 26 0 26 0.00% 
BOLLORE AFRICA LTD 222 361 583 0.10% 
BREADBOX LINES 0 15 15 0.00% 
CHINA OCEAN SHIPPING 24,279 3,179 27,458 4.77% 
CHINA SHIPPING 7,636 366 8,002 1.39% 
CMA CGM 25,305 8,414 33,719 5.86% 
DELMAS 0 14 14 0.00% 
EAGLE WEST AFRICA SERV. 5,842 1,837 7,679 1.33% 
EUROAFRICA 1 0 1 0.00% 
EVERGREEN SHIPPING 0 101 101 0.02% 
GOLD STAR LINE 19,088 6,444 25,532 4.44% 
GRIMALDI LINES 19,174 2,175 21,349 3.71% 
HANJIN SHIPPING 5,543 1,590 7,133 1.24% 
HAPAG-LLOYD 19,854 7,055 26,909 4.68% 
HB SHIPPING 14 0 14 0.00% 
HC TRADING 1,585 495 2,080 0.36% 
HOEGH AUTOLINERS 6 18 24 0.00% 
I.M.T 171 0 171 0.03% 
J. MARR (SEA FOODS) LTD 3 0 3 0.00% 
MAERSK LINE 178,987 25,321 204,308 35.50% 
MANDARIN BEIJING 1 0 1 0.00% 
MAXAM GH. LTD 7 0 7 0.00% 
MEDITERRANEAN SHIPP. CO 73,421 16,483 89,904 15.62% 
MESSINA LINES 2,673 1,003 3,676 0.64% 
MITSUI O.S.K. LINES 22,825 7,239 30,064 5.22% 
NOVELLE 124 0 124 0.02% 
OTHER 566 375 941 0.16% 
PACIFIC INTL. LINE 30,766 5,432 36,198 6.29% 
PORTSIDE SHIPPING SERVICE 0 90 90 0.02% 
SAFMARINE MPV N.V 64 6,892 6,956 1.21% 
SDIC SHIPPING DEV. 2 0 2 0.00% 
SEVENLOG LTD 84 0 84 0.01% 
UNITED ARAB SHIPP. CO 14,141 5,314 19,455 3.38% 
UNIVERSAL AFRICA LINE 52 60 112 0.02% 
VAN BLOOM SHIPPING LTD 1 0 1 0.00% 
VITOL S.A. 8 0 8 0.00% 
ZIM LINE 4,398 3,226 7,624 1.32% 
TOTAL  467,883  107,568  575,451 100.00%
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TABLE 11 PERFORMANCE OF SHIPPING AGENTS PER LADEN CONTAINERS (in TEUs) 
TOTAL (TEMA & TAKORADI) - 2016 

SHIPPING AGENT IMPORT EXPORT TOTAL % SHARE 

     
ADVANCE MARITIME 2 40 42 0.01% 
ANTRAK GHANA LTD 4,005 1,381 5,386 0.94% 
BEACON SHIPPING GHANA 5,543 0 5,543 0.96% 
BLUESEA MARITIME 0 17 17 0.00% 
BLUE FUNNEL GHANA 9,625 0 9,625 1.67% 
BOLLORE AFRICA LOGISTICS 0 205 205 0.04% 
COMEXAS GHANA LTD TEMA 172 24 196 0.03% 
CMA CGM 0 736 736 0.13% 
DELMAS SHIPPING GH. CMA CGM 25,305 7,692 32,997 5.73% 
DW CABLE NET SHIPPING GH LTD 114 0 114 0.02% 
GETMA GHANA LTD 71 0 71 0.01% 
GMT SHIPPING LTD 129 0 129 0.02% 
GRIMALDI GHANA LTD 18,298 1,665 19,963 3.47% 
HULL BLYTH GHANA 1,610 10,557 12,167 2.11% 
INTERMODAL SHIPPING AGENCY 
GH 

24,553 9,668 34,221 5.95% 

MAERSK GHANA LTD 178,997 25,345 204,342 35.51% 
MOL GHANA LTD 22,825 7,239 30,064 5.22% 
MSCA GHANA 73,411 16,483 89,894 15.62% 
NAVITRANS GHANA LTD 7,636 366 8,002 1.39% 
OIL AND MARINE AGENCIES 19,877 7,055 26,932 4.68% 
PIL GHANA LTD 30,784 5,339 36,123 6.28% 
PORTS MARINE 0 144 144 0.03% 
SAFMARINE 0 6,868 6,868 1.19% 
SCANSHIP GHANA LIMITED 23,088 3,779 26,867 4.67% 
SEVENLOG LIMITED 88 96 184 0.03% 
SUPERMARITIME GHANA 
LIMITED 

7,608 2,869 10,477 1.82% 

UNITED ARAB SHIPPING 
AGENCIES GH. 

14,141 0 14,141 2.46% 

TOTAL 467,882 107,568 575,450 100.00% 
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Q u i t e  r e c e n t l y ,  t h e  G h a n a 
Standards Authority (GSA), in 
collaboration with the Ministry of 
Food and Agriculture and other 
stakeholders,  celebrated the 
African Day of Standardisation 
under the theme: “The role of 
standards in promoting sustainable 
agriculture and food security in 
Africa” at GSA Head Office in Accra. 

The celebration took the form of 
lectures and mini-exhibition of food 
products. Two lectures were given 
during the programme. The first 
was delivered on behalf of the Chief 
Director, Ministry of Food and 
Agriculture, on the topic “Ensuring 
food security in Ghana.” Delivering 
the lecture, Alhaji Adam Mahama, 
the then National Coordinator for 
Youth in Agriculture Programmme 
pointed out that ensuring food 
security in Ghana was a national 
security issue. He added that a 
number of steps had been taken by 
the government to develop the 

agricultural sector in order to 
ensure food security. 

 Speaking during the second lecture 
on “Promoting made in Africa 
products – the role of standards”, 
the Head of Public Relations at GSA, 
Kofi Amponsah-Bediako, stated 
that standardisation of goods and 
s e r v i c e s  w o u l d  e n s u r e 
competitiveness in production and 
m e e t  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f 
consumers. He stressed, among 
others, that it was when standards 
w e r e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  l o c a l l y 
p r o d u c e d  g o o d s  c o u l d  b e 
effectively promoted. 

The Chairman for  the 
occasion was Mr. Charles 
Amoako, the then Director 
of Testing at GSA. He 
stressed the need for all 
Ghanaians and people on 
the African continent to 
see standards as tools for 
development in the area of 

local and international trade. 
After the lectures, the participants 
went round the various exhibition 
stands mounted on the premises of 
GSA by exhibitors to display various 
made-in-Ghana food products

S o m e  o f  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s 
e x p r e s s e d  g r e a t  j o y  a t  t h e 
opportunity given them by the 
Ghana Standards Authority to 
participate in the event and also 
display their  made- in-  Ghana 
products. The event was widely 
covered by both the print and 
electronic media.

By Kofi Amponsah-Bediako

G H A N A  S T A N D A R D S 
AUTHORITY CELEBRATION 
O F  A F R I C A N  D A Y  O F 
S T A N D A R D I S A T I O N 
IN GHANA

Some of the participants attentively 
listening to the lectures

The Head of Public Relations, Kofi Ampopnsah-Bediako (second from right) delivering his lecture
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The Ghana Shippers' Authority 
(GSA) and the Ghana Institute of 
Freight Forwarders (GIFF) have 
pledged to collaborate and explore 
avenues to resolve the myriad of 
problems in Ghana's shipping 
industry and by so doing, create a 
c o n g e n i a l  a t m o s p h e r e  f o r 
development of trade.

This understanding was reached at 
a recent meeting between the 
leadership of the two organizations 
i . e .  t h e  M a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e 
A u t h o r i t y  a n d  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
Executives of the Institute in Tema 
on March 22/23, 2017.The meeting 
unanimously agreed and reached 
consensus on the fact that more 
could be achieved if both parties 
worked together.

Some of the issues that were 
discussed included the streamlining 
of processes to ensure efficiency in 
the cargo c learance system, 
involvement of major stakeholders 
in the development of policies for 
the industry and need for capacity 
building of local operators. These, it 
was agreed would provide the 
n e c e s s a r y  i m p e t u s  t o  t h e 
Government's policy on local 
content within the shipping and 
logistics industry.

The meeting also agreed for a 
synergistic approach to be adopted 
to influence major policy positions 
affecting the shipping industry in 
Ghana and importers and exporters 
in particular. 

The GIFF President took the 
opportunity to announce the 
impe nd ing  re t i re me nt  of  i ts 
Executive Secretary,  Captain 
William Amanhyia, after 12 years of 
service to the Institute. In response, 
the Deputy Chief Executive of the 
G S A ,  M s  S y l v i a  A s a n a  O w u 
acknowledged the invaluable 
services that Captain Amanhyia had 
provided to GIFF and by extension 
to the entire Shipping Industry. She 
noted in particular the number of 
art ic les  Captain  Amahyiahad 
contributed to the Authority's 
flagship publication 'The Shipping 
Review'. “While we will miss his 
person and contributions to the 
industry, we wish him our heartfelt 
and sincere best wishes on his 
retirement” MsOwu added.

GSA AND GIFF FIRM 
UP COLLABORATION
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DR MBIAH STEPS DOWN AS CHAIR
OF THE IMO LEGAL COMMITTEE 

Dr. Emmanuel Kofi Mbiah, the sixth 
Chair of the International Maritime 
O r g a n i z a t i o n  ( I M O )  L e g a l 
Committee and the first black man 
to hold that position, has stepped 
down as Chair,after nearly two 
decades of service to the IMO.

There was uncharacteristically loud 
applauds and a standing ovation 
after he delivered his farewell 
address. We reproduce below the 
full farewell address delivered at 
the close of the 104th Session of the 
Legal Committee held at the IMO 
headquarters in London, on the 
28th April 2017.
 
The Secretary General,
Distinguished delegates,

The enduring traditions of the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  M a r i t i m e 
Organization is often captured in 
the proverbial IMO spirit but the 
Legal Committee has a spirit of its 
own. A spirit very discernible and 
yet so difficult to define.

It is to this Committee that in 2010 
you elected my humble self as Chair. 
I accepted with pride and yet in 
humi l i ty  the  conf idence you 
reposed in me and I pledged to 
work with you and the Secretariat 
for the attainment of our lofty 
objectives. 

Our ship has not ended its voyage. 
We have only come to port. It's time 
to change some of the crew. My 
race is run. It is only appropriate 

that I account for my stewardship. 
D u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  m y 
s t e w a r d s h i p ,  w e  h a v e  n o t 
developed any new convention but 
the success of our work is not to be 
measured only by the number of 
conventions we develop. Our work 
is also to be reckoned in the 
measures we have taken as a 
Committee to put in place an 
appropriate legal framework that 
guides the entire spectrum of the 
business of transportation by sea. 
That we live true to the credentials 
o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  p r a c t i c a b l e 
standards of maritime safety and 
security, efficiency of navigation, 
the prevention and control of 
pollution from ships underlies our 
achievements.

Dr. Kofi Mbiah, Chairing the 104th Legal Committee Session of the IMO



Distinguished delegates, in that 
regard, I will highlight some of our 
accomplishments over these last 
couple of years.

In our quest to avoid delays, 
d e t e n t i o n s  a n d  o t h e r 
administrative burdens, we have 
clarified the issues relating to the 
issuance of bunker certificates and I 
have every confidence that we will 
put a finality to this subject. We 
have provided Guidelines on the 
Provision of Financial Security in 
cases of abandonment of seafarers 
and Guidelines on Shipowners 
Responsibil it ies in respect of 
Contractual Claims for Personal 
Injury to or Death of Seafarers. We 
have also during the period under 
review adopted Guidelines on the 
Fair Treatment of Seafarers.

Our work in producing Guidelines 
for the Collation and preservation 
of  evidence following an allegation 
of a serious crime having taken 
place on board a ship or following a 
report of a missing person from a 
ship and pastoral and medical care 
of victims is in furtherance of the 
objectives of the IMO.

Our work on the adoption of 
amendments to the 1996 Protocol 
on the Convention on Limitation of 
Liability for Maritime Claims have 
undoubtedly increased the limits of 
l i a b i l i t y  t h u s  e n h a n c i n g  t h e 
opportunit ies for reasonable 
compensation. Our Guidance on 
the acceptance of “Blue Cards” 
would go a long way in reducing 
admin istrat ive  burdens.  The 
Guidelines on the HNS Reporting 
would indubitably assist countries 
i n  m e e t i n g  t h e  r e p o r t i n g 
requirements under the 2010 HNS 
Convention. I am happy to note that 
N o r w a y  h a s  s h o w n  t h e  w a y 
towards the ratification of the HNS. 
I am encouraged by that and I am 
hopeful that other member States 
will follow suit. We have also 
developed Guidance on Liability 

a n d  C o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r 
Transboundary Pollution Damage 
which will assist member States in 
their bilateral arrangements with 
respect to pollution incidents  
emanating from fixed offshore 
installations.

Distinguished delegates, during the 
period, we have witnessed the 
entry into force of the Protocol of 
2002 to the Athens Convention 
r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  c a r r i a g e  o f 
Passengers and their Luggage by 
Sea 1974, the Nairobi International 
Convention on the Removal of 
Wrecks 2007, and the SUA Treaties 
of 2005 amongst others. 

There is no doubt that even though 
no new convention has been 
developed within this period, a lot 
has been achieved to serve the 
objectives of the International 
Maritime Organization. 

When the statistics show a decline 
in casualties, a significant drop in 
the number of pollution incidents 
and the waning of piratical attacks 
off the coast of Somalia, the 
contribution of the legal committee 
cannot be overlooked. 

Distinguished delegates these are 
b u t  t h e  h i g h l i g h t s  o f  o u r 
accomplishments. What does the 
future hold for this Committee?

Dist inguished delegates,  the 
challenges of yesteryears are 
passed. New challenges confront 
the Legal Committee today.  The 
Legal Committee must be proactive 
in anticipating gaps, examine the 
w e a k n e s s e s  i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g 
international legal regime that 
threaten safe and secure navigation 
on clean oceans and use its legal 
mechanisms and expertise to 
forestall their occurrence where 
possible.

The legal issues with respect to 
Polar navigation, Autonomous 

Vessels, Places of Refuge, Unsafe 
Mixed Migration at Sea and the use 
of alternative fuels in ships etc., 
should continue to engage the 
attention of the Committee. The 
time may soon come to look again 
into some treaties developed by 
this Committee (the CLC/Fund 
regime has been in place already for 
25 years and may need some 
improvements). 

The task of keeping shipping more 
safe, secured, environmentally 
friendly and sustainable as well as 
t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  p r o m p t 
compensation to victims in all 
instances would continue to 
engage your attention.  In the quest 
to attain the practicable highest 
standards, do not relent in your 
efforts. In this onerous endeavour, I 
wish you all, in language akin to our 
calling, calm seas and fair winds. 

Distinguished delegates I cannot 
end this short address without 
telling my story. May be it will serve 
as footprints on the sands of time 
and encourage the young ones here 
with us today. 

I do recall my days as a young and 
vibrant gentleman doing odd and 
menial jobs here in London to make 
ends meet. Sometimes it entailed 
doing three different jobs a day.

One of those jobs entailed the 
morning cleaning of offices. The 
offices I used to clean was and I 
believe still is, opposite this building 
across the River Thames. 

Each morning, as the bus passed by 
the IMO building I observed the 
flags on the top of the building as 
they flapped in the breezy cold 
morning. 

Each time I crossed the Lambeth 
Bridge, the dash of the frigid air on 
those wintery mornings made me 
look back at the flags. The colder 
t h e  a i r ,  t h e  s t r o n g e r  m y 
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determination to penetrate the 
walls of the IMO and to be a part of 
what goes on in there. At the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  M a r i t i m e  L a w 
Institute (IMLI), I did reconnect 
with the flags, the cold weather and 
the Lambeth Bridge, instilling in me 
an even greater determination to 
be a part of what goes on within 
these walls.  

My association with IMO began in 
1993 when I started leading the 
Ghana delegation to the Legal 
Committee meetings. I took time to 
o b s e r v e  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  t h e 
meetings and began making avid 
contributions on the floor. 

My peers recommended me for the 
position of vice chairman and I 
gladly accepted it. I served as vice 
chairman of our Committee for 11 
years working with one of the best 
chair persons I have ever known. 
Mr. Alfred Popp. Together we 
worked with the Committee and 
the Secretariat  to develop a 
number of conventions including 
the HNS, the revision of the Athens 
Convention, the Bunkers and SUA 
protocols amongst others. In those 
days, the Legal Committee met 
twice a year and it is my recollection 
that the chairs we sit on today were 
green in colour. 

A s  a  y o u n g  l a d  m a k i n g  m y 
contributions from the floor, I had 
always aspired to serve this 
august Committee from the 
podium. If for nothing at all, to 
give a taint of velvet black to a 
predominantly white podium. 

It was therefore the fulfillment of 
a long held dream when you 
graciously elected me as Chair of 
this august Committee.  I have 
served for six  years and today I 
hand over the mantle believing 
that I played my part. I may not 
have lived up to the fullest of your 

expectations or served with piety 
and  perfection but at least I gave it 
my best shot.

Time will not permit me to pay my 
tribute to the many who richly 
deserve it, but I also know that I 
cannot complete an address such 
a s   t h i s  w i t h o u t  e x p r e s s i n g 
appreciation to all those who lifted 
me onto this pedestal.  Suffice to 
mention Mr. Alfred Popp, Dr. 
R o s a l i e  B a l k i n ,  M r s .  M o n i c a 
Mbanefo and Mr. Gaetano Librando 
for the significant contribution they 
made towards the progress of my 
work here at IMO.

My thanks and appreciation also go 
to the Government of Ghana for 
c o n t i n u o u s l y  s u p p o r t i n g  m y 
candidature and sponsoring me to 
these meetings.

As I draw the curtains down to 
almost two decades of work at the 
IMO, I express most profoundly my 
gratitude to Mr. Fred Kenny, an 
epitome of a gentleman, Madam 
Dorota Lost-Sieminska, affable and 
hardworking, Mr. Jan De Boer, a 
longtime friend and companion, 
and all in the Legal Affairs and 
External Relations Division.  

To distinguished delegates, it's 
been a privilege to work with you 
and to serve as your chair. My 
bounteous thanks goes to all 
distinguished delegates for your 
support and encouragement for 
without you this Committee would 
not have come this far. 

To Mr. Volker Schofisch and Miss 
Gillian Grant our incoming pair of 
safe hands; when you sail through 
choppy waters and the clouds 
unfold their wings of strife, may 
your anchor hold and firm remain.

I cannot end without thanking our 
conference d iv is ion  and the 
interpreters without whom we 
c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  e f f e c t i v e l y 
communicated. To you all I say a big 
thank you. 

May the Legal Committee grow 
from strength to strength. 

Long Live the Legal Committee.

Long Live IMO.

Thank You for your attention.

DR MBIAH STEPS DOWN AS CHAIR OF THE IMO LEGAL COMMITTEE 
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The 104th Legal Committee Session of the IMO in progress
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GHANA'S DR. KOFI MBIAH HONOURED 
BY THE INTERNATIONAL MARITIME 

ORGANIZATION 

T h e  S e c r e t a r y  G e n e r a l  o f  t h e 
International Maritime Organization, 
Mr. Kitack Lim has presented an award 
of honour to Dr. Kofi Mbiah for 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e 
International Maritime Organization 
for nearly two decades. 

In a speech to mark the closing 
ceremony of the 104th Session of the 
Legal Committee - one of the main 
committees through which the IMO 
carries out its work, the Secretary 
General paid glowing tribute to Dr. 
Mbiah and recalled his contributions as 
a delegate to the Legal Committee 
s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a g o .  H e  s a i d  h i s 
contributions during debates in the 
Legal Committee depicted him as an 
astute legal luminary well versed in 
international maritime law. 

Mr. Lim said before Dr. Mbiah was 
elected to the position of chairman of 
t h e  C o m m i t t e e ,  h e  h a d  m a d e 
significant contributions to the work of 
IMO. He referred in particular to Dr. 
Mbiah's work as Chairman of the 
Drafting Committee at the Diplomatic 
conference for adoption of the 2002 
Protocol to the Athens Convention on 
the carriage of Passengers and their 
luggage by sea. He noted that Dr. 
Mbiah was also chairman of 
the Drafting Committee at 
the Diplomatic Conference 
for the adoption of the 2010 
P r o t o c o l  t o  t h e 
International Convention 
o n  L i a b i l i t y  a n d 
Compensat ion for  the 
Carriage of Hazardous and 
Noxious Substances by sea. 

The Secretary General of 
IMO also indicated that 
amongst others, Dr. Mbiah 
served as one of the Vice 
P r e s i d e n t s  a t  t h e 
Diplomatic Conference for 
the adoption of the Nairobi 

International Convention on the 
Removal of Wrecks 2007, and was 
chairman of Committee One at the 29th 
IMO Assembly. He said Dr. Mbiah's 
work span several years in which he has 
made significant contribution to the 
work of IMO. 

Commenting on his role as Chairman of 
the Legal Committee from 2010 to 2017, 
the Secretary General said:"I truly enjoy 
observing how you "operate" this 
podium; undeterred by even the most 
complex of legal issues, always giving 
everyone a fair hearing, and passionate 
to find a common ground even if the 
Committee is completely divided"
He also mentioned that Dr. Mbiah 
chaired the meetings of the Committee 
with dexterity and efficiency providing 
humour sometimes in very intractable 
debates. 

M r .  L i m  n o t e d  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e 
chairmanship of Dr. Mbiah, “he worked 
tirelessly to facilitate the effective 
implementation of IMO's Conventions 
emanating from the Legal Committee, 
and, as a matter of fact, the Athens 
Protocol entered into force in 2014 and 
the Nairobi Wreck Removal Convention 
entered into force in 2015, and the HNS 
Convention notably received, last 

week, its first ratification”.

The Secretary General traced Dr. 
Mbiah's academic path noting that 
having obtained a Masters in Marine 
Management and a Masters in Business 
Management he studied for a Master of 
Laws at the International Maritime Law 
Institute (IMLI) where he graduated 
with distinction, and obtained a PhD in 
Maritime Administration form the 
World Maritime University (WMU). 
According to Mr. Lim, the fact that Dr. 
Mbiah studied at IMLI and WMU - both 
academic institutions owned by the 
IMO, makes him a real child of IMO.

"Beside his outstanding academic 
credentials and sterling career, Kofi 
strikes me as a very kind, approachable 
and generous person possessing a 
great sense of humour and charm, not 
to mention his power of persuasion, 
probably typical of a lawyer" Mr. Lim 
added.

Concluding his brief address, Mr. Lim 
noted "We in the Secretariat have very 
much enjoyed working with you and we 
have benefitted from your outstanding 
leadership, always accompanied by a 
great sense of humour. You will be 
greatly missed" 

Dr. Kofi Mbiah, outgoing Chairman of the IMO Legal Committee 
receiving the award from Mr. Kitack Lim, Secretary General
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INTERNATIONAL MARITIME 
ORGANISATION'S FAREWELL LUNCHEON 

IN HONOUR OF DR. KOFI MBIAH. 

The IMO Secretary General, Mr. 
Kitack Lim has held a farewell 
luncheon in honour of Dr. Kofi 
Mbiah at the IMO headquarters in 
London. The gesture was the first of 
its kind in the annals of the IMO, 
extended to an outgoing Chairman 
of any of its five Committees.

Addressing the luncheon, the 
Secretary General intoned that the 
holding of the luncheon in honour 
of Dr. Mbiah, who was stepping 
down as the Chairman of the Legal 
Committee after 6 years in 
that role, was meant to 
provide the occasion to 
extol the virtues of Dr. 
Mbiah and to present him 
with a memento with which 
he will forever remember 
fondly the IMO.

M r .  L i m  n o t e d  t h a t 
considering the important 
contribution made by Dr. 
Mbiah to the work of the 
IMO, coupled with his 
distinguished service, he 
thought it fit and proper 

t h a t  I M O  r e c o g n i z e s  h i s 
contribution in a special way.  

Among dignitaries present at the 
luncheon were the Hon. Kwaku 
O f o r i  A s i a m a h ,  M i n i s t e r  o f 
Transport; Mr. Paul Asare Ansah, 
Director General Ghana Ports and 
Harbours Authority; Mr. Damptey 
A s a r e ,  A g .  G h a n a ' s  H i g h 
Commissioner to the UK; Mrs.  
A z a r a  P r e m p e h ,  G h a n a ' s 
Permanent Representative to the 
IMO and Mr. Fred Asiedu-Dartey, 

Acting Legal Advisor 
and Public Relations 
M a n a g e r  o f  t h e 
G h a n a  S h i p p e r s ' 
Authority. 
O t h e r  d i g n i t a r i e s 
p r e s e n t  a t  t h e 
Luncheon were the 
Director Legal and 
External Relations 
Division of the IMO, 
Mr. Freddy Kenny; 
the Director of the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O i l 
P o l l u t i o n  a n d 
Compensation Funds 
( I O P C ) ,  M r .  J o s e 

Mauria; the Chairman of the Marine 
E n v i r o n m e n t  P r o t e c t i o n 
C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  I M O ,  M r .  
Arsenyo Dominguez; and the 
Chairman of  the Fac i l i tat ion 
Committee, Mr. Y Melanas.

The other  d ignitar ies  at  the 
luncheon took turns to recount 
fond memories of their experiences 
with Dr. Mbiah and more especially 
celebrated the grace with which he 
conducted himself as Chairman of 
the Legal Committee.

Mr. Kitack Lim presenting the award to Dr. Kofi Mbiah

Mr. Kitack Lim, IMO Secretary General (Standing), Mr. KwakuOforiAsiamah, 
Hon. Minister for Transport (second from left),  Mr. DampteyAsare,

 Ag. Ghana's High Commissioner to the UK (fourth from left).



REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 
DUTCH SHIPPERS COUNCIL CONFER 

WITH DR. KOFI MBIAH 
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The Dutch Shippers Council and the 
Ghana Shippers' Authority on 
January, 2017 held discussion on a 
range of issues including on Trade 
Facilitation issues, Advocacy for the 
interest of shippers, Negotiations 
of charges and the Advisory Role of 
Shippers Organizations to their 
r e s p e c t i v e  g o v e r n m e n t s  o n 
shipping matters.

This happened when Mr. Peter Van 
Rheenen of the Dutch Shippers' 
Council paid a courtesy call on Dr. 
Kofi Mbiah, Chief Executive of the 
Ghana Shippers' Authority and 
Chairman of the Union of African 
Shippers Councils with the view to 
strengthening the collaboration 
between their two institutions.

O n  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e 
membership the Dutch Shippers 
Council, Mr. van Rheenen noted 
t h a t  “ t h e  D u t c h  S h i p p e r s 
Council(EVO) has 15,000 member 
companies in all kinds of 
Industries, Trades and Retail 
b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  E V O 
represents their interest 
a c r o s s  a l l  m o d e s  o f 
transport”. He noted over 
80% of these registered 
shippers in Holland were 
large scale companies.

On his side, Dr. Mbiah said 
only about 20% of registered 
shippers in Ghana and by 
extension, the West and 
Central African Region could 
be described as large scale 
operators. Majority, nearly 
80% are small to medium 
scale shippers; some of 

which do shipping occasionally. This 
s c e n a r i o  r e i n f o r c e s  t h e 
representation and advocacy roles 
of Shippers Organizations in the 
West and Central African Regions. 
As a result, this group of shippers 
lacked the capacity to negotiate 
suitable terms of shipment and 
therefore largely relegated this 
responsibility to the Agents.

The two gentlemen also discussed 
s o m e  c o m m o n  c h a l l e n g e s 
confronting Shippers, bordering on 
the introduction of new charges 
and the frequency with which 
exist ing charges were being 
increased. They cited the recent 
introduction of Terminal Handling 
Charges, as a case in point; but also 
n o t e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  r e c e i v i n g 
attention at the highest level at the 
Global Shippers Forum.

O t h e r  c h a l l e n g e s  d i s c u s s e d 
included funding for Shippers 

Organizations and procedures for 
Cargo Clearance. In respect of the 
latter, Mr. van Rheenen indicated 
that following the humanitarian 
crisis that resulted from the Ebola 
epidemic in West-Africa, the Dutch 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, since 
December 2014, requested EVO and 
STC-NESTRA to help improve the 
logistics and customs procedures in 
Liberia, Sierra Leone and Guinea by 
developing training in logistics and 
Customs procedures in the three 
countries in West Africa. These 
w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e 
indispensable ingredients for the 
promotion of long-term growth in 
West-Africa and the improvement 
o f  t r a d e  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n 
countries in the region.

They both pledged to cooperate in 
protecting the interests of shippers 
worldwide. 
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